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The editor's page 
Α first triple issue of Ekistics on alternative futures of human settlements entitled "Futures 1" was 
published in June 1999. 
Most of the 16 documents contained therein dealt with global issues with direct or indirect relevance for 
human settlements concerning the total inhabited part of the earth and the planet as a whole or territorial 
entities of continental or national magnitude with communities - more poor than rich - corresponding to 
the large scales betvveen Metropolis and Eperopolis. 
At that time on the basis of many more papers on the same subject already available, and in view of our 
keen desire to bring them to the attention of our world readership, we promised the authors that we would 
publish most of them in a second issue on "Futures." 
For a large number of serious reasons we were unable to abide by that commitment. 
However, at present, many years later, new technologies have made it possible to overcome these 
obstacles. We therefore decided to publish a second volume entitled "Futures 2." 
The contents of the 28 papers we are able to publish electronically may not be directly relevant to burning 
issues today but they are definitely of historic importance concerning the topics and the sites to which they 
refer, and are undeniably of interest to the authors themselves. 
We wish to convey our deepest apologies for the delay to the authors, some of whom are unfortunately no 
longer with us. 
Let me take this opportunity to repeat on the cover of the volume on "Futures 2" the graph that we 
reproduced on the cover of "Futures 1" which was originally published in Ecumenopolis, the lnevitab/e City 
of the Future by C.A Doxiadis and J.G. Papaioannou (Athens, Athens Publishing Center, 1974), and 
remind readers that "in order to move beyond general and intellectually courageous concepts to specific 
estimates, we have to distinguish what the forces are which are actually shaping the City of the Future. 
\ιVhen we do this we can recognize the exis·tence of four different futures for everything about which we 
are talking within the city: 
• The first of these futures is the constant one, represented by things like the mountains, which we cannot
change, or the fundamental properties of matter and energy.
• The second future is represented by those elements which are inherited from the past but which are
declining and will be gradually eliminated, such as the present generation of people, or houses which
are in a dilapidated state, or the cultural traits and technological inventions which have been 
superseded: that is the declining past. 
• The third future is represented by the continuing past, such things as the children of the present
generation who are influenced by parents now alive, houses being built according to the patterns of
existing ones, or roads which exist today and will go on being used. 
• The fourth future is the creative one: this is the future which will come into being because of things that
do not exist at all today - new ideas, new technology, new developments. lt is this creative future which
in fact makes all the real difference between the past and the future, and which marks the difference
between Anthropos and animals, since they cannot influence thejr future in this way, whereas Anthropos
can."
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